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Why Be Sustainable?
• federal, state and local mandates

• To keep aviation as a viable mode 
of transport

• Because it is the right thing to do



Why Sustainability is Important for Airports



The Pillars of Sustainability



• County facilities/operations

• Tenant facilities/operations

• Passengers/ground transportation

• Aircraft operations 

• Concessions / Organic Waste Recycling

Additional Opportunities for Leadership
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Alternative Fuel is Industry’s Future

• Aviation industry committed to zero net by 2050
• Electric and alternative fuel aircraft are path to achieving that goal
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Planning, 
Implementing, 
Improving 
and/or
Maintaining a 
Sustainability 
Program



First Steps to Creating your Sustainability Plan 

Sustainability 
Definition

Vision 
Statement

Guiding 
Principles

Policy 
Statement



Sustainability 
Definition - Samples

Clay Lacy Sustainability 
Strategy

Sustainability is about the value 
creation for the many people 
who depend on us, the world 
we all share and the thriving 
company we continue to build.



Vision -
Samples



Guiding Principles - Samples



Policy Statement -
Samples



Other 
Resources

• 2021 United States Aviation Climate Action Plan

• Airports Council International (ACI) Sustainability Strategy for Airports Worldwide

• California Aviation System Plan study of 2020 (CASP 2020)

• City of San Diego Climate Action Plan (CAP)

• Clay Lacy Aviation 2021 Sustainability Vision and Strategy

• Colorado Airport Sustainability Program (website)

• County of San Diego Climate Action Plan (CAP)

• County of San Diego General Management System (GMS)

• County of San Diego Sustainability Plan Board Letter, Attachment A County San Diego 
Sustainability Vision and Goals [March 1, 22]

• Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Airport Sustainability (website)

• Los Angeles World Airports (LAWA) 2019 Sustainability Action Plan (SAP)

• San Diego County Regional Airport Authority Policies, Section 8.31 Sustainability  

• San Diego International Airport (SAN) Sustainability Management Program (June 2020)

• San Francisco International Airport (SFO) Sustainability and Social Equity Plan

• SFO’s Interim Strategic Plan: COVID-19 Recovery to Resilience Framework 2020-2023 

• Sustainable Aviation Guidance Alliance (SAGA) Sustainable Aviation Resource Guide

• Gemmer, Elizabeth, "Aviation Sustainability" (2019). Honors Projects. 425.


